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HOMES

SPEAK UP

The Maridian Star asked
these local residents what
they would say to military

parsannel serving overseas
if they could send them
& message.

Slaplaton

“T woald tell thern they are In my pravess, and [ hope they
conte back soon. [ have three cousing serving in Iraqg and |
am ready for them to come home."

Evelyn Stapleton, 39
subsiitnle teacher

“I'd tell them that 1 appreciate what
they are doing and 1 hope they come
Thevnee: safely.”

James Vance, 45
lamid surveyor

“We love you and Eick butt.”™
Joee Alling, 39
forimer Maringe

“Keep up the geod work. 1 appreciate
vipinr sacrifices and may God be with
Vil

Ken Philagarski, 36
aoltware evaluator

I teell them that | care for them even
thoagh [ don't know anyoene wha s
serving over there. T appreciate wlhiat
they are doing and realize that they are
putting themselves in danger.”

Delbra Bavilor, 32
nursery emploves

Behind every great sailor ...

Tashoed Willianes &5 a furior af
Meridian High School. Her parents are
Charles aud Jackie Willianes aird she Jes
fliree sibltags, Charles v, Charlestor and
Tayler Tashed alterds Canaan Missionary
Buaptist Charel. She sinfoys reading,
e the xloplkone ard fraveling and
i ais to be o plopdeal fherapist soneday.

Her story iz ahoud Bow ber gof ard
wtirele kegp their wmarriage strong, despile
Dedmg separated for long periods af time.,
Asgelia Wallace 42 from Meridian, bt
row lives i Norfolh, Fa., adth ey
Irushand — Cory Wallace, a 28-pear-old
supplies specialist 4o the LS. Naew

Diurirg their yourg searriage, Angelio
fas discovered ahe's a lof stronger than ske
Hli el

By Tashed Williams
special to The Star

Can a person magine what it woeuld
be like to have a husband thousands and
thowsands of miles
away from home? To
constantly wonder if
hie s safe from harm?

You never know
what a person goes
through until wou
have walked a mile in
their shoes.

My Aunt Angie
did not know she was
going to have to
endure as the wife of
a sailor until shortly
after she and Cory were wed, Alter six
months of marriage, Cory had to leave
my aunt and their infant daughter.

Such an unexpected calling meant my
aunt had to cope with a lot of changes —
emotienal, self-reliance and financial.

Williams

Focusing on the positive

AL times, situations seered difficalt
for my aunt, and she seemed to get down-
and-ouwt about it.

With no support from her spouse, and
no family arcund, she realized that no
matter how bad things started to look,
she had to be strong — not enly for hee-
gelf, but for her child as well.

As asource of encouragement, she felt
the best thing was for her not to fecus on
all the negatives that could happen while
her husband was away, but the positives.

[nstead, she would channel all her
energy into keeping their relationship
great and leoking forward to him coming
home as often as possible. My aunt and
uncle vowed to keep their communica-
tion lines open and their relationship
atrong because they are a team now.

She is thankful for the bond they have
together becanse, when there is so much
distance between spouses, communica-
tien is vital. Another change my aunt had
to cope with was selfreliance,

SUBMITTED: PHOTD

THE WALLACES
Angelia Wallace i rorm Meridian, but lves in Norlolk, Ya,, now with her U3, Mavy
hushand, Cary, and her dawghter, Makayla,

Learning self-reliance With my uncle not being around, she
hiad o pay afility Bills, buy groceries anr,
with a baby arguind, she had to buy diapers
and clothes.

A a full-time emplioves, she had to rely
ony & dayeare to take care of her daughter
because of the type of hours she worked.

The hardest change about self-reliance
for my aunt was having to assume both
parental roles while her hushand was away
on dutys Even thowgh it is haed, she learned
to gred tougl because there was no e to
cry about the situation.

Shortly after my aunt and the lowe of her
life were wedded and moved away frem
home, my Uncle Cory was called o be on
dury for nine months,

[t was really unexpected because the
purpose of them moving away from home
was 5o that he coulel be closer to his station
— bt 1 was called to sorewhere cloaar to
Tome, which was really upsetting. [If he had
known that, they would net have moved in
the first place.

Left alone with a baby girl in a state with
ni familly anywhere around to help, my auni
did what she had to do. She maintained a
full-time job with running the household
with no help and assuming total care of ler
child.

With my aunt being a social worker, she
works a ket of hours and the tremendous
amoaunt of responsibility ahe had made i1
iffleule.

Keep holding on

[ would like to say that behind every
great sailor or soldier is a preat woman.

AL times, my awnt felt like throwing in
the towel, but she knew she had to stay
steong. My aunt really tries not (o focus on
il megatives while my uncle s away, but an
the joy of lim coming home.

Financial stability is the mast dramatic
change because of all the responsibilities
she is having 1o take on.

Crne thing 1 have learned from my aunt’s
situation I that trials and tribulations come
tor make & persen strang. And, regardloss
of what may happen, keep holding on.

Running the household

The maest difficult change for my aunt
waz financial. Bunning a houselold on her
own was a real change because she did not
really know low o, Tait ghe learned guiclkly



